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Leadership Stuggles over Epidemic Preventive in Harbin, 1910-1911

Du Lihong*

Abstract

In November 1910, when the bubonic plague appeared in Harbin, the
Russian and Chinese local authorities agreed to fight the epidemic together.
Before long, however, their cooperation was broken due to different
perspectives on the epidemic. The Russians tried to intervene in epidemic
prevention in the Chinese district of Daowai.  The Chinese local
government and elites completely refused Russia’s demands.  After
negotiations, Russians and Chinese decided to isolate Daoli, the Russian
district, from Daowai. When the epidemic continued to spread rapidly and
the situation worsened, the Qing dynasty faced ever-greater diplomatic
pressure, which forced the Foreign Ministry to send Wu Lien-Teh and other
Western-educated doctors to Harbin to supervise epidemic prevention. At
first, they were treated as outsiders by local officials and elites. Under the
pressure of the foreign missions, the medical directive powers of the doctors
had been recognized by the local officials in the Manchurian regions through
long negotiations with the Foreign Ministry, while the local government in
Harbin still presided over diplomatic affairs. Thereafter, the Western
Epidemic Preventive Policy set down by Wu was strongly supported by the
central and local governments, so that plague prevention policies were
carried out smoothly. In sum, the dispute over the leadership of epidemic
preventive in Harbin was a complicated process beset by numerous tensions.
It cannot be simply summarized as a struggle over sovereignty, nor as the
contradiction between traditional Chinese and Western medicine, nor yet as
the result of diplomatic pressure.

Keywords: Harbin, epidemic preventive leadership, Wu Lien-Teh,

Sino-Russian diplomay

Institute of Modern History, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences
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